
 

 Western Pennsylvania Combined Specialty Clubs  

Eight Shows · Same Location · Unbenched  

David L. Lawrence Convention Center  

1001 Ft. Duquesne Blvd. Pittsburgh, PA 15222  

Friday, March 24, 2006  

Show Hours: 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. 

Dalmatian Sweepstakes Judging begins at 10:00 am  

                                          ~ Judges ~ 

                 Breed - Mr. Jack H. Ireland, Ontario, Canada  

           Sweepstakes - Ms. Lynn E. Luikart, Centerville, Ohio 

          Obedience Classes - Mr. Frank Nemeth, Cleveland, Ohio 
 

         See; http://www.infodog.com/clubs/2006180202.htm  
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CLUB OFFICERS 
 
PRESIDENT 
NANCI GOOD 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
KEVIN BOSTON 
 
TREASURER 
NANCY CUMMERICK 
 
SECRETARY 
ELISE MORRIS 
 
RECORDING 
SECRETARY 
TAMMY BOICE 
 
DIRECTORS 
RICHARD HUNT 
TIM MORRIS 
KATHY WETZEL 

  
CLICK ON OUR 
     WEBSITE  
www.pittsburghdalclub.com 
gpdcnewsletter@hotmail.com 

      2006 Membership dues payable now 
Don’t forget to send your check payable to GPDC for your 2006 dues. 
     Individual memberships are $15,  Family memberships are $20  
                    Please mail to Treasurer, Nancy Cummerick 
        527 Humphrey Road, Greensburg, PA 15601 – (724) 837-7213 
                                         Email: symi40@aol.com 
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    WEBSITE NEWS 
        www.pittsburghdalclub.com  
Have you checked out our website yet? 
Have you too noticed that we could use 
some more up to date pictures? 
 
I'd like to see some pictures from the 
following members: Nanci Good (show 
off that new baby!!), Debbie Poole (show 
off all those dogs you live with!!), Kathy 
Wetzel (show me your guys in action!), 
Richard & Kevin (I KNOW you guys 
have pictures!!), Nanci Cummerick 
(show me that beautiful Onyx!) 
 
 I don't mean to miss anyone, but these 
are the dogs I don't have pictures of on 
the website yet. 
 
Please plan on bringing ANY pictures 
with you to the next club meeting (March 
19). I'll take them in ANY format 
(digital, printed or scanned pictures) and 
I'll do my best to get them on the 
website! Thanks! – Tammy Boice 
 
DCA2006 Performance Fund 
The 2006 DCA Specialty is getting 
closer and closer. The DCA is asking for 
our club’s and club member’s support of 
the DCA Performance Fund. 

This fund is for all performance events 
including Agility, Rally, Road Trial, 
Tracking & Obedience.  The fund helps 
cover the costs of putting on these events 
beyond trophy donations.  

This year the Performance Fund is   
offering two great gifts for donations.  
You can make your donation online 
http://www.dcanational.com/2006/Perffu
nd.html On that page you will find the 
graphics T-shirt, designed by Linda 
Davis, and the pencil drawing of a 
Thoroughbred/Knabstrupper colt and 

Dalmatian puppy by Wendy 
Zumpano. The web page also has mail in 
information. 

 
 
 

          COMMITTEES 
 
AKC Ambassador Program 
LaDonna King 
ladonna.king@kcbenefit.com 
  
Annual Awards Banquet 
Kathy Wetzel 
 
Awards 
Kevin Boston 
k_boston@verizon.net 
 
Breeder Referral 
Barbara Allison 
 
DCA Representative 
Libby Simendinger 
dal01@comcast.net 
 
Fun Day 
Tammy Boice 
racindalz@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter 
Kevin Boston 
GPDCnewsletter@hotmail.com 
 
Public Education  
LaDonna King 
ladonna.king@kcbenefit.com 
 
Specialty Chairman 
Nanci Good 
goodspot@aol.com 
 
Summer Specialty Secretary 
Debbie Poole 
debbie.poole@comcast.net   
      
 Website 
Tammy Boice, 
racindalz@hotmail.com,            
Opinions express in this 
newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the GPDC or the Editor. 
 
Editor: Kevin Boston 
            128 Parkedge Rd 
            Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
  gpdcnewsletter@hotmail.com 
           (412) 922-3987 
Brags Free (2 line limit) 
Ad Rates: Full page color $20, 
Full page B/W $10, half page 
color $10, half page B/W $5   
                    

  
  BREED-SPECIFIC LEGISLATION
     
Bull Terrier Included in Broad-Based Ban on "Pit Bulls"    
New York, NY - The American Kennel Club 
congratulates "Rufus," the Colored Bull Terrier, for 
taking home the coveted Westminster Kennel Club 
Best in Show trophy and is confident that this win 
will help bring attention to the issue of breed-specific 
legislation (BSL) which aims to place unfair 
restrictions--or ban outright--dogs like Rufus.  
 
The Bull Terrier, along with the American 
Staffordshire Terrier and Staffordshire Bull Terrier, 
are breeds that are often incorrectly lumped together 
and characterized as "pit bulls" under breed-specific 
laws. BSL aims to restrict or completely ban certain 
breeds, regardless of whether the dog is well-
mannered and has a highly responsible owner. 
 
Five-year old Rufus, a seasoned show dog, travels the 
country and has taken home many other top honors, 
including winning the Terrier group at the recent 
AKC/Eukanuba National Championship in Tampa, 
FL. But regardless of how many ribbons he wins, this 
dog and his owner, Barbara Bishop of Holmdel, N.J., 
are restricted as to where they can travel or possibly 
live due to breed-specific or breed-type bans. Bishop 
reports that Rufus is a fun-loving pet who regularly 
plays with her grandchildren.  
 
Dozens of municipalities around the U.S. have either 
enacted or are trying to enact BSL despite the fact 
that the AKC, and many other organizations with 
extensive understanding of the issue, are opposed to 
these laws. The AKC suggests other solutions such as 
strongly enforced animal control laws, clear and 
effective guidelines on dealing with dangerous dogs 
and severe penalties for those who do not comply. 
Enforceable, non-discriminatory measures such as 
this will do far more to protect animals and 
communities than BSL. 

"We know it is imperative for communities to be safe 
but believe that a dog should be judged on its deed, 
not its breed. We want to see more well-enforced 
animal care and control laws that put responsibility 
for a dog's behavior at the right end of the leash - 
with the owner," "Rufus is a perfect example of why 
breed-stereotyping is ineffective and it's unreasonable 
not to welcome this well-mannered canine in any 
community across the country."  

Tammy Boice, member and 
Corresponding Secretary has been 
elected Agility Editor for the 
Spotter. 
      Congratulations Tammy!!!  
See her March Agility article on pg. 3 
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DCA Agility  
Reprinted from  March 2006 Spotter 
 by Tammy Boice 
 
The AKC website now has some 
updated rules concerning some of the 
equipment you’ll see on the courses 
starting this Spring  & Summer 2006. 
The new rules go into effect officially 
September 1, 2006. However, many 
clubs will be adapting their 
equipment sooner to make sure they 
meet the AKC deadline. The major 
changes involve weave poles, jumps 
and the dogwalk.  
 
The weave pole changes can best be 
described as a change to the 
supporting legs most metal weave 
pole sets have. These support legs are 
necessary to keep the poles in place 
(especially for hose fast dogs) and to 
keep the weaves balanced on a flat 
surface. There have been no rules for 
this leg placement in the past. But, 
many competitors are analyzing their 
dog’s strides through the weave 
poles. With stop camera technology 
available today, the trainers working 
with dogs are looking to shave 
seconds off their dog’s time. With the 
changes to these legs, the goal is to 
make the path of the dog going 
through the weave poles a smoother, 
faster path. The path of the dog 
through the weaves should never be 
an interrupted stride by having to step 
over a leg support. So, by requiring a 
change to the equipment, the AKC is 
hoping to make the dog’s path faster. 
In some cases, the weave pole leg 
supports have also caused some dog’s 
injury; simply by making them miss a 
stride, adjust their stride or perhaps 
catching their toenails as the dog’s 
move through the weave poles. 
Basically, the leg supports should be 
constructed so that they are out of the 
way of the dog as they navigate all 
the weaves.  
 
The change to the jumps involves all 
jumps. There will be an additional 
26” jump cup added above the current 
high of 24”. This is to incorporate 
offering the International classes at 
most trials.   

“The jump cups must of a 
construction to allow displacement – 
all jumps will require the addition of 
the 26” jump cup.”  Source: AKC website 
 
The triple bar jump will also incorporate the 
26” jump height, but the descending two bars 
will be set at 24”. 
 
The dogwalk’s biggest change is to the contact 
zone. Now, there is to be a line at the 45” mark 
(high end of contact zone) to indicate where 
the contact zone ends.  
 
“The contact zone may be a striped 
line set at 45” on each side of the 
plank on the dog walk. You may also 
use solid paint of the same color 
(yellow) or a contrasting color clearly 
visible to a judge.” Source: AKC Website 

 
 “This is to help the judge see the dog enter the 
contact zone from a distance. No more 
qualifying by what looks like a toenail touch in 
the contact!! 
 
All rules will be in effect September 1, 2006. 
The AKC website has more in depth pictures 
and explanations at their website:  
http://www.akc.org/events/agility/explanation_
agility_equip_changes09012006.cfm 
 
If you are part of a club who runs an agility 
trial, get those hammers and paint brushes 
handy! Hope to see you in the agility ring!  
(If you have an idea you’d like to see as an 
agility article, please send Tammy an email at 
racindalz@hotmail.com) 
 

 
Maggie makes the tire look so easy! 
 

    
    SPOTTED B-DAYS 
                March 
    Ch. Siobahn Stallians Stance – “Baby” 
              Loved by Jeff Gillespie  
 
Ch. Siobahn N R Dals Enchanted – “Annie” 
         Loved by Kathy & Jim Wetzel 
 
     “Carly” Loved by Jennifer Furlong 
 
     “Quincy” Loved by Denise Smulski 
 

                 April 
Touchstone’s The Good Life – “Onyx” 
      Loved by Nanci & Larry Good 
 
Ch. Andiron’s Clean As A Whistle “Hoover” 
    Andiron’s Evening Star, NA – “Venus” 
            Both Loved by Pat Martin  
 
    “Becky” Loved by Tom & Elise Morris 
 

        Member B-DAYS 
                March 
                   10th Debbie Poole               
                 April 
                 9th Barbara Allison 
 

~~~~~~~BRAGS~~~~~~~~~ 

             
 
Devil In My Eye Maggie Mae AX, AXJ, NAP, 
NJP, AD, NAC, OGC, NJC, CGC, TT is rated 
#1 Novice Agility Standard Preferred and #8 
Novice Agility Jumpers Preferred for 2005.  
 
The AKC Preferred agility classes are for 
those handlers and dogs who would like to do 
agility, but can opt to jump lower jump 
heights with slightly slower times than the 
regular classes. Not bad for a 10 year old...and 
still going strong! Little brother (ok he's 
HUGE!) Sampson has some big paws to fill! 
     PROUD OWNER ~ TAMMY BOICE 
  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Kevin Boston, Editor 
         Greater Pittsburgh Dalmatian Club 
         128 Parkedge Road  
         Pittsburgh, PA  15220-2608 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   
              
                Check out our website at www.pittsburghdalclub.com 
Don’t miss  1st Spring Specialty part of WPKA’s Combined Specialties 
                Pittsburgh Convention Center, Friday, March 24, 2006 
                                Conformation & Obedience Competitions!  

 

 

March Membership Mtg 
   Sunday, March 19th 
North Fayette Panera’s 
       3:30 PM  VIP Room 
   See inside for more details 

 
         

 
Place your ad here for $1 month 

 Don’t forget to send your 
2006 dues to renew your membership.  
See page one for details. 


